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UNCLAS USBERLIN 2160 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT UB GE GW 

SUB J : QUIET ANNIVERSARY OF THE BERLIN WALL 
REF: BERLIN 6789 

THE 16TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BERLIN WALL ON AUGUST 13, 1977, 

WAS MARKED IN WEST BERLIN BY ALMOST UNPRECEDENT AMOUNTS OF 
RAIN, BUT NO DEMONSTRATIONS OR MASS MEETINGS. IN SEVERAL WREATH- 
LAYING CEREMONIES - THE MOST IMPORTANT OF WHICH WAS HELD BY 
THE BERLIN SENAT AND THE THREE POLITICAL PARTIES IN STEINPLATZ 
AND WAS ATTENDED BY ABOUT 100 PEOPLE - REPRESENTATIVES OF 
BERLIN'S PUBLIC LIFE REMEMBERED THE VICTIMS OF THE WALL. THE 
RIGHT RADICAL NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY (NPD) HELD A NON-PUBLIC 
MEETING ATTENDED BY ABOUT 70 PEOPLE WHICH WAS DISSOLVED BY 
THE POLICE WITH THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE ALLIES. THE ONLY 
INCIDENT HAPPENED AT NIGHT WHEN SOME WEST BERLINERS COVERED A 
PORTION OF THE WALL IN THE KREUZBERG DISTRICT WITH FLOWERED 
WALL-PAPER. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 USBERL 02160 171136Z 

ON THE EVE OF AUGUST 13, LEADING POLITICIANS RELEASED 
STATEMENTS CONDEMNING THE WALL AS A SYMBOL OF INHUMANITY. 
GOVERNING MAYOR DIETRICH STOBBE CALLED THE WALL A 
"PERMANENT PROVOCATION" WHICH WILL EXIST FOR A LONG TIME; 

BERLIN CDU DEPUTY CHAIRMAN KARL-HEINZ SCHMITZ SUGGESTED 
THE UNITED NATIONS SHOULD PROCLAIM A "YEAR OF INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS." 
THE WEST BERLIN PRESS ROUTINELY REPORTED THE STATEMENTS 
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AND WREATH-LAYING CEREMONIES. ALL PAPERS CARRIED COMMEN- 
TARIES ON AUGUST 13, RECOUNTING THE HISTORY OF THE WALL 
AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE FOR BERLIN AND GERMANY. "NEUES 
DEUTSCHLAND" HOWEVER, IN A LONG EDITORIAL, PRAISED THE 
WALL AS "A GUARANTEE FOR PEACE IN EUROPE" AND "A CONDITION 
FOR SUCCESSFUL COOPERATION IN THE SENSE OF PEACEFUL 
CO-EXISTENCE."GEORGE 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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